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CE}ETERY
looking east by south

In L97l- the Chandl-er Cemetery ln Stanbrlttge East, Province of Quebee,
Canada was sprueetl up by the eemetery ccma:ittee, They used crolrbars ancl a c]-an
shell to unearbh nany of the stones rahich r,rere then fixed. into a r,rall- as
plcturetl here. Since this picture was taken a cap was put cver it as a shielcl.

ChancLler Cemetery infonnaticn was printed. in vcL. 2, no.2 on page 38.
Bobh picture and. info:mation rlas sent ln by Mrs. Bea ftl-ller Bar.mbaek, \6ZZT
Anenue 1ffi, Ir{adera, Calif . 93637.
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FALLING LEAVES:
The Grange HaII at South Woodstock was the scene of the Spring Meetlng May 19 where nearly 100 members were

on hand to attend to buslness matters, I isten to 5 excel lent speakers and enjoy a fabulous luncheon.
President Leon Dean spoke ofthe increaslng costs of prlnt lng "Branches and lWlgs" and the necessltyofralslng

our dues. He made the followlng resolutlons whlch were voted for by the members present:
Be i t  hereby resolved that the rtreasurer be empowered to col lect from members as of Oct. l ,  1973,
the sum of 52 .00 ln dues and $2.00 as a special assessment to help defray the organlzatlon's
expenses for the f lscal year 1973-74;
And be it further resolved that at the earllest opportunlty conslstent with our constitutlon we con-
slder a vote to ralse our regular dues from $2.00 to $4.00 annually beglnntng wlth the f lscal year I974-75.

Mr. Dean also asked members to send ln materlal to the edltor for publ lcat lon in our newsletter. I f  you don't  send i t ,
we can't  print i t .  Several members volunteered to check their local l lbrarles for l lst ings of genealoglcal materlal.

Joann Heselton suggested that we dedlcate the days Permanent Pund collectlon to Abby Hemmlngway who wrote the
Vermont Historical Gasseteer ln 5 vols.

The Vt. Old Cemetery Assoclat lon wants to pinpolnt and map al l  cemeteries In Vermont ESPECIALLY the old ones,
even i f  there ls just one stone.

Anyone wishing to'help VOCAwith this project may contact Russel l  Farnsworth. 35 Alfred St.,  Burl lngton Vt. 05401 .
Mrs. Witham brought greetings from the Central Florida Genealoqical Soc. which meets ln Orlando, FIa. They

are planning a wlnter workshop when many New Englanders are there.
First speakerwas Madelelne Wilklnson of Montpel ler, Vt. Several members requested a copy of her talk whlch

ls reprinted here for the pleasure of al l  our members.

GENEALOGICAT THIS AND THAT, lncluding some Do's and Don'ts.
How many of you reallze that Montpella, Vt. ls an excellent center for research not only on the entlre state of

Vt.,  but also on al l  of N. England? And, to a certaln extent, on New York State?
Last fal l  Mrs. Swan advised that you start with vourself.  I  heart i ly concurwlth thls-tn short,  workf lom the

known back to the unknown. Thls is partlcularly lmportant when searchlng for a blrth prlor to the perlod of recordlng
blrths etc. in a glven state. For example, both my grandfathers were born, one in N.J. and the other ln N.Y., be-
fore those states requlred births be recorded, But the death records gave names of thelr parents. as dld one ofthe
marriage records. Thus, an example of tracing back from the more modern record.

Once you have noted aII that you know personallv, ask your relat ives, but do NOT overwhelm them wlth the request,
" T e l l m e a l l y o u k n o q r a b o u t o u r a n c e s t o r s . "  A s k s p e c l f i c q u e s t l o n s s u c h a s , w h e r e a n d w h e n w a s s o - a n d - s o m a r r l e d ?
Where buried? (ttr is could well  ve at some dlstance from where he or she reslded as an adult) Names of his or her
brothers or slster? (Data on col lateral l lnes is sometimes helpful i f  your dlrect l tne ancestor died in the period of
death records merely stat lng that John Doe died on such and such a date. Perhaps you or a relat lve know that a brother
or sister l ived much longer, and thus might have a more modern death record givtng data on parents.)

Do work back one generatlon at a t lme. More than once I have seen statements "I  have my l tne back to Wtl l iam
the Conqueror except for 3 or 2 or even I generatlons in Vermont." Watch out ' .  Those mlsslng l lnks could lead ln
qulte a different directlon from one to the Battle of Hastings.

Charts are f lne as worksheets, or brief summarles, but do NOT put data dlrect ly from the source onto a chart.  Copy
the material as you find it , whether in Vital Records , Census , prlnted book or other source . Then study your flndings ,
and once you are certaln you are onthe r ight track, use a chart i f  you wlsh. (Notice that some charts do not have a
s pace for the place of marriage . ) This information could be a very important clue to the parentage of both brlde and
groom, for usually the marrlage occured at the place where the brlde resided wlth her parents. True, there are exceptlons
sometimes the groom had mlqrated and once he was settled, sent for hls bride-to-be, and they were married ln a place
far removed from the residence of her parents.

Another reason for copvlng data as you ftnd it ls that later research of yours may change your flrst findlngs. One per-
son read a Census of 1860 wlth a man and woman in a givbn household as husband and wtfe; put the lnformation on a
chart thuslv, and with the approxlmate tear of birth. BUT those s ame 2 persons were on the 1880 Census (whlch is the
only one asklng for the relat ionship of each person to the Head of Household) as brother and slster. In short,  don't
stop wlth just one reference- search for al l  you can f ind.

Remember there are several reference books (Noel Stevenson's book, and The Handv Book for Genealoglsts) glvlng
helpfut lnformation on where certain records are to be found, and what are the basic sources for glven states. Do studv
these and make sure that ,,ou write to the proper place for data which exists for the period of interest to 'rou. Many
personsare accustomed to vltal records in their own sbbs being kept at the countv or probate off lces, and assume er-
r o n e o u s l , r t h a t a l l s t a t e s d i d t h e s a m e .  T h e n b e q i n s t h e l e t t e r w r l t l n g t o t h e w r o n g o f f i c i a l .  O n c e t h l s o f f i c i a l h a s r e -
ceived man,z lnquir les lncorrectly addressed to his off ice, requesting records which his off ice never did have, do vou
wonder that sometimes a replv ls sent stat ing, "Records were not kept at al l  at the t ime you mention." ? Yet an lnquiry
to the correct offlce would have brought the desired data.

Do not wrlte to more that one place at the same time for the same record (such as a court offlcial, a town offlclal, and
a central ftle), for all your letters are apt to be sent on to just one official, and you are thus trlplinq his or herwork.

When you do write to the proper place for records, make your letter brief and to the point. Some letters requestlng a
blrth date, for example, include so much other family data, that a great deal of tlme is spent reading page after page

J u s t t o d i s c o v e r w h a t l s w a n t e d .  A n d d o b e s p e c l f l c :  s o m e p e r s o n s a s k f o r a b i r t h r e c o r d ( r o t h e r d a t a o f J o h n l o n e s
without giving an,z clue as to whether lohn is stlll alive today, or whether he was born soon after the arrlval of the
Mavflower.

Even the National fuchives has become weary of lengthy letters, and provides order forms for pension appllcatlon
coples, and Census entry data.

When vou wrlte to any person, institution, or other organization, do not become impatient lf a replv is not lmmedlatel -
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forthcornjlg. Renpmber that you are not the only one searching for ancestors, and that rnany of the persons to whom you
you address your inquiries have other official duties which understandably take precedence over your request for thc
birth record about tho year 17II of your anccstor. I recent)-y waited more than one year for cert,ain data which was
very necessary for learning a manrs origin. The reason was that the fifes were bei.rlg rricrofilmed, and during the con-
pletion of that project, af] fil-es were cl-osed. In another case I was trying to find an obituary in an out-of-state
newspaper, five to six months does seem frustratingly long, but I waited, and did NOT send any follow-up letters. At
last a reply came; while the obituary had not been found, I did l-earn that all- avaifabfe nelrspapers of a given period
had been searched.

Tho raq<nr< f^F oeneafogical research are many and varied; and I repeat, you are not alone i-n your searchi-ng nor
in your sending out requests for information. Many persons consider genealog'y as ancestor worship, and are quite
scornful of it and of those seeking to open up the faraily tree, But the several reasons are excellent: 1) Scholar-
ships for higher education: many colleges and universities have funds avail-able to students of a particular surname,
or who are descended from certain persons, or from early settters of a certai-n town. 2) Missing heirs for an Estate
in Probate Court: no Will was found, so the legal heirs nmst be deterrnined. In one such case the relationship of
possib le heirs to the deceased was based on the deseent f rorn a marr iage i .n ' f fL,  of  1792, At  the t ime the Estate was
in court, the genealogical research spanned one hundred and seventy 1rs. 3) Dissofution of Trust F\:nds and distri-
bution of the principal: dependlng on the wording of the Trust, and the laws of the state of residence of the maker,
so can vary the distribution. In order to find the recipients, the search n:-ight cover 1!O yrs for a Trust distrib-
uted some fifty yrs after it was created, l+) Clear title to land: in one instance the problem, whj-ch arose only
about 10 yrs. ago, concerned descendants of a Revolutionary War soldier who had once ouned land on Long Island, NY,
The soldier had moved from there to Vt. about 1790, but lnterestingly enough (when one considers nrigrations of many
families during the last 175 yrs) had descendants still- residing in Vt. They were located, and signed a fuit Claim

clear title to land which today is almost suburban NY City, 5) History and sociology: although some individual-s
think that a sharp division can be drawn between history and genealogy, rernember that history is rnade by people, and
peopfe are made by famil-ies. There is genealogy - the study of fam-ilies and the ancestry. More than one conparative
study has been made of the characteristics and occupations of NE ancestors versus those of descendants who rrigrated
to the West many years ago. 6) Medicine and research on some diseases or other physical problerns and tendencies
often study the fanr:ily tree to learn more about the disease, and to anticipate possible future heal-th difficulties in
later generations, 7) Biographies of prorninent persons are apt to look into the fanLily background to l-earn what
caused this man or woman to go to the top. More than once f have found that the young boy placed as an apprentice
w-ith a village bl-acksn:-ith or w:ith another person of expert knowledge -- that boy invented somethilg rvhich became well
knoun - think of John Deere the plow nan, or of the Watrous punrp. And there was the grandson of a Vt, farmer: the boy
nas the son of a Methodist circuit-rider mi.nister of early Vt. The boy forsook the farm and the nflnistry to go to
the big city, He made it on his orm, and became a rml-ti-mil-lionaire long before his death. B) There are many soci-
eties with membership requirenents based on descent froro a person with stated activities. 9) The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints wants its members to learn their ancestry in all dj-rections because, as i was told by one
of its pronr-inent officials, of the belief that the family stays together as a unit unto eternity. 10) Sometimes the
interest in ,the farnily tree is purely personal: who were my ancestors, where did they live, and what di-d they do?

Therp ic nn ea{ -attern for sucess in genealogy. You may have had very good l-uck on one }ine by using published
genealogies (those giving references for the data are best). But the next l-ine is proven by vital records, or in
probate or land records, Sometimes you fild the elderly farmer turned over his land and buildings to a son in ex-
change for which the son was to provide the parent or parents with food, shelter, clothing, medical care, and perhaps
a specified amount of whiskey on a regular basis, for the rest of the life of the parents, Sometimes you find that
a land owner was stil-l of his previous residence, when he acquired land in the state of his next residencel for ex-
ample, the recorded deed shornrs John Doe as beilg of Mendon, Worcester Cor:nty, Mass., when he bought land in Vermont.
0r perhaps he had already rn-igrated to Io'wa when he sold his Vt. tand, or signed a document giving a Vt. resident the
power to act on his behalf.

Do study your findings: are the dates logical? Did the mother live long enough to bear the child? Or was she of
child bearing age at the date you have for the childrs birth? I received an inquiry about the parentage of a person
born in 1B2Or 1'et stating that the motherrs birth nright have occured any time between f750 and 1850. Printed books
or other published material are not a]'rays infallibfe. One book had a 10 1'r old boy fathering a child, And one
application for rnembership in a patriotic society had the startling information that a child was born 3 yrs after the
death of the father.

If your data is found in a fanrily Bib1e, compare the date of publication of the Bible with the dates of the
cntries nf hirf.h of.e Were the entries made as the events took place, or within apparently the personal knowledge
of the first or second generation listed? I am sure you see the danger in believj-ng implicitly entries with dates of
200 yrs ago, but written in a bible published In L95O,

Sometimes a Central file of Vitaf Records does not include the desired data, even though the family was loroun to
have resided in that state for several- generations. If the original records are not knom to have been destroyed by
fine es} rrnrrrcclf if the fartily resided in an area such that they rrright have been members of the Society of Friends,
often called Quakers. In early times this religious group seems to have bypassed officiaf toun or other recording,
but kept excellent church records of births, etc. and of transfers. Many of these Quaker records are avail-able on
rn:icrofilm in Montpelier. Just as one should study changes j-n county and town 1ines, so shoul-d one also study the
creation of new Quaker groups from a parent group. There is an article describing these groups and the offshoots in
the NY Genealogical  and Biographical  Record for  I91l+ (afso avai lable in Montpel ier) .

A nord of caution about rrtransfatingrr dates: if you find a birth or other event happening on the 26th day of
the first month of such and such a year, copy it thus, Do NOT write it as the 26Lh af January, for you may well have
walked right into a genealogj-cal trap, There was a calendar change by English laws of 1750 and 1751 which caused the
year 1752 to be the iirst to start the new year with January l, Frior to that the new year began with March 25th.
Thrre rren if rrnrr tnrr to figure the exact date of birth by subtracting the complete age at death from the conplete
death date - you are again in trouble. (And dare I mention that in L?52 eleven days were dropped from the month of
September? )

In case you forget the reference I gave on the Quakers, you can find it as I did: by studying the Jacobus Index
to Periodical.. nigfri now nright be a good time to stress the value of pen-rsal of card catalogs of a library (look for

fanily names, place names of town and county, and subject headings); of the Jacobus and subsequent periodical ildices;
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