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N E t ^ l S L E T T E R  O F  G E N I A L O G I C A L  S O C I I T Y  O F  V I R M O N T
V O L .  3 ,  N O .  3  S U M M E R ,  1 9 7 4
C a r o l  C h u r c h ,  e d  i  t o r ,  l , l e s t m i  n s t e r  l , l e s t ,  R F D  # 3 ,  P u t n e y ,  V T .  0 5 3 4 6

F A L L  I N G  L E A V E S :
The Spr ing  meet ing  o f  the  Genea log ' i ca ' l  Soc ie ty  o f  Vermont  was he ld  May iS th

in  Bradford  Vt .  Members  were  present  f rom New Mex ' i co ,  Ar jzona,  Massachuset ts ,
Connet icu t ,  New Hampsh i re  and New York .

Secretary and treasurers '  reports were read and accepted. I t  was reported
tha t  oun membersh ip  l i s t  has  reached the  f igure  830.  We have a lso  added Utah,
De laware ,  and New Mex ico  to  our ' l i s t  o f  f i f t y  s ta tes .  Nor th  Dakota  and South
Caro l ina  are  no  longer  represented  because o f  t rans fer  o f  members .

The four  cons t i tu t iona l  amendments  wh ich  were  d iscussed a t  the  Fa l l  1973
meet ing  and wh ich  were  pr in ted  in  the  Fa] l  i ssue Vo l  2 ,  No 4  o f  "Branches &
Twigs" v{ere approved as read.

Our  secre tary ,  Mrs  Joanne N icho ls ,  passed ou t  name tags  a f te r  one ou t -o f -
s ta te  member  suggested  we wear  them.  Th is  made i t  eas ie r  to  ident i f y  the  many
peop le  we 've  been cor respond ing  w i th  and was a  n ice  way o f  connect ing  names
and faces .  Many o f  us  wou ld  l i ke  to  see name tags  used a t  a l l  fu tu re  meet ings .

Our  f i rs t  speaker  was Mrs  Pat r i c ia  Has lam,  a  Cer t i f ied  Record  Searcher .  Her
ta tk  i s  repr in ted  here  fo r  the  p ' leasure  o f  a l l  o f  our  members .

RECORD SEARCHING IN VERMONT

F ' i r s t  o f  a l l  I  w o u ' l d  l i k e  t o  j i m i t  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  t i t l e  o f  m y  t a l k  t o  r e -
cord  search ' ing  w i th in  Vermont  records .  I  have been do ing  th is  work  p ro fess iona l -
lv for  only 3 years anTlavE-been cert ' i f  ied s ince Marcn 1973, With the renewed
u! ,surge  o f - in t i : res t  in  genea logy ,  more  competent  peop le  a re  needed who are  ab le
and ' in te res ted  in  search ' ing  records  fo r  o thers .  In  o rder  to  know i f  you  are  do-
ing  a  p roper  job  you may app ly  to  the  Board  o f  Cer t i f i ca t ion  o f  Genea log is ts  in
[ - l a s h .  D . C .  T h e r e  a r e  3  c a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e a l o g i s t ,  A m e r .  L i n e a g e  s p e c i a l i s t ,  a n d
record  searcher ,  In  the  pas t  2  y rs  I  have asked 5  genea log is ts  jn  the  Conn & NY
area fo r  he lp  on  one o f  my own l ines  and they  are  a l l  too  busy  to  take  my case.
They  a1 ' l  adver t i se  regu la r ' l y  in  na t iona l  per iod ica ls .  So many more  peop le  a re
needed to  search  records .  I  go t  in to  th js .by  acc ident  when I  pu t  an  ad  in  the
Genea log ica l  He ' lper  to  be  l i s ted  as  an  amateur  work ing  on  one surname f rom a
branch o f  my fam' i l y  t ree .  They  l j s ted  me as  a  p ro fess jona l .
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l , iost of my own work has been requests for records before lB50 where census-records in uther statef. i : 'ay
theli  jniesi i ,r i  weie 'born ln VT" These people have already checked as many places as they can "through
correspondence. herels a sort of step-by-siep procedure that I use from the recelpt of the lnltal letter:

'  
1 .  Evaluat lon.  This  ls  done at  home to determine exact ly  what  type of  proof  is  needed.  This  fnc ludes

ctreiiii!'Tfi;A ffiixei to books t have at home and maklng brief .nqtel from_the Hemenway Gasetteer lndex, 
.|790

census, Vol 5 of VT state Pa rS  wh lCh  iS  "pe t i t iOnS  fOr  l and " r  and  Vg l  I  O t  s ta te  pape rs  wn l cn  l s  n l  Ld I r

tI'e jtile ot li.'i There are many Vermont namemEi'fT6-nEd-Ii-JhfYadeelxodu-s
wh{ch is  "pet i t ions f6r  land" ,  and Vol  7  of  State-pqlg- fqwhlch Js "NY Land

Patents cover ing Iands wi th ln
by Stewart Ho'lbrook, 1950. I n
the poss lb ' l l i ty  o f  amount  of

*y-ani*e" ihen, I glve my stateinent of fee or retainer paid*TffidGfr'dilTid-
t l i re i t  wi l l  take, the est imates of  t ime are di f icul t  and cannot be guarantee(,  lhe est imates of  t ime are d i f icu] t  and cannot  be guaranteed.

2.  Af ter  I  receive the i r  rep ly  and check to  proceed,  I  f i rs t  check in  Montpel ier  in  Vj ta l  Recordq.  This
is  main ly  because of  the t ime fa i tor  s ince th is 'o f f ice ' is  on ly  open to the publ ic  for  3- I is  Tn ' - t f iET.m.  and
2 hrs af ier  lunch beginning at  l :30.  I  check a l1 spel l ings o i  the surname and cross>qheck any maiden names
of brides or parents inA cnilaren named further. t  i lso t iy to estimate the tota' l  amount of cards for the
surname as th is  could make a d i f ference in  the t ime est imaie in  case a card-by-card check is  needed' la ter .
The c l ient  may fee l  he would rather  not  have you do th is  un ' less asked for .

3 .  Next  p lace to  check ls  a t  the His tor ica l  Soc ' ie ty  (downsta i rs)  for  any publ ished or  manuscr ip t  geneal -
ogies. Some'people may feet this shou'ld be done !g&I; \ i i tal Records because the answers may already. have
bien found Uy sbmeone else. But I don't feel t  am-dlFticating work or wasting tfe.gl ients money by checking
in V.R.  f i rs i  i t  is  a ' tways wise to  at  least  spot  chetkany genealogy for  authent ic i ty  o f  dates and whether
i t  is  wel ' l  documented wi ih  sources g iven.  The 'same checl i i i  g iven- lo  dates g iven by the c ' l ient  to  h is  data
or  h is  group sheet .

4.From here I  t ry  the card cata log for  a l ' l  o ther  re ferences,  in  per iod ica ls ,  books,  e tc .  to  th is  surname.
I f  there is  no known g.og.uphica l  iocat ion (again "Born VT." )  the 'county h is tor ies may have c ' lues,  or  the
gazetteers may have hid iotations in the indeies from my_notes made at home. If  ear' ly enough, the 1790 or
lg00 census indexei  ray lnow where cer ta in  fami l ies set i led.  somet imes a name may show up in  the mi l i tary
r o l l s  p u b l i s h e d .

5.  I f  the p lace of  res idence is  known at  least  by county,  i t .may Pgy to  t ry  the. index. to  county probate
records on microf i ' lm at  the publ ic  Records 0f f ice. -Not  a l i  probat l  d is t r ic ts  are indexed,  but  I  found what
I needed . in one case last week. l{e could not f ind one man anyvhere in the records except he was "of Shafts-
bury, ' .  The probate ie .o iar  f i ]e  sa id he had d ied in  1790 whi th  means he missed the VT census which was not
ac t -ua l l y  t a i<en  un t i l  1791 .  The  es ta te  i l t e ' t i s ted  p lace  o f  res idence ,  some he i r s ,  and ,a  son - in - l aw  fo r  a
guuidfa; r  for  the m. ino i  ch i ' ldren.  The- inventory l is ted as the f i rs t  i tem, 80 acres of  land wi th  a log house
ind barn.  So th is  man d id own' tand and so the next  p lace to  check would be

6.  Land Records in  that  par t icu lar  town to see i f  the f i rs t  granteedeed might te l l  the.p lace of  former
. . ' i o . f f i f f i . i . i t i i i - 1 i ; l i l - ; ; t t o i h e m a n I w a s l o o k i n g i o r a n d t h e s a m e s u r n a m e i s a p o s s i b l e .
brothei  and h is  pr .u ior i  p lace ot  re i iJeni . - * .s  g iven.  These iecords can be a goldmine of  in format ion.  A
' last  grantor  oeba of  a  person ruy g iu.  r ' is  *w [1ace-ot  res idence.  "John Doe,  ]a te of  shaf tsbury vT '  now
of  potsdam Ny. . . , '  in  r " i .u" .h . ing 'a-branin of  my'own f imi ' ly  in  Conn &-NY I  sent  for  copies of  the complete
jndex to  id  records for  the surname.  In  Conn I  received t -hese pages f rom the State L ibrary.  In  NY I  re-
ce ived them f rom the County C' lerk  and you . .n  obta jn them f rom town c lerks.  This  g ives.you the book and
pig", na*es of grantors and grantees; iyp. oi deed, and the date. From here you may order copies of any
desi red deed f rom the ear l iest  recorded-Lnt i l  aboui  i800 and af ter ,  an ext remely va luable resource to  have

at  home .  Be sure you wr i te  f i rs t  to  ask the cost  and send check in  advance.

There are many,  many other  p laces to  check which you learn f rom c lues turned up-as.you go a1on9,  but  the

above  6  sgeps  usua l t y ' p roJ r i .  i t  l eas t  some documen ta t i on  and  i s  a  beg in ing  wh ich  l eads  to  fu r the r  reco rds '
About  once a y .u. ' i ' i . ! ' i i ' i .u i . *  o io-cu i io*ers '  f i les  in  the l ight  o i  some new method or  new knowledge
I ' ve  l ea rned . -0ccas ion i l l y  a  c l j pp ing  i n  a  recen t  newspaper  wou ld  i n te res t  t hem.

1.1hy should one h i re  a record searcher  or  genealogis t? I  wou' ld  h i re  th is  person only  af ter  I  had t r ied

to  ge i  a l l  I  cou ld  pe rsona l l y  o r  by .o i . u rpon ience .5o te  o f  t he  reasons  a re :  1 .  The  da ta  can  be  ob ta ined
mor i  qu ic1 ly  and less expens. ive ' ly  i l in  pe. ion i i  t rauet ,  2 ,  Try-  to  h i re  someone in  the same.genera]  area as

the work involved.  3 .  A local  searcnur ' t ' lu t  more in t imate knowiedge of  what  records are avai ' lab le and can

do an on- the-spot  search.  4 .  He or  ine is  more adept  at  ext ract ing the genealogica l  in format ion '  abst ract -

i ng  o r  ge t t i ng  cop ies  o f  o r i g ina l s .  5 .  He  can  be t te r  i n te rp re t  t h6  s ign l - f i cance  o f  t he  f i nd ings '  eva lua -

t ion,  and a iscover . ing *0. . . f r . t .  6 .  This  person can cover  more types-of  records more quick ly  than many

ionl i . i r -u i  ie t ter .  7 .  He may have access to  local  records unknown to the average person.  0r  pr ivate pap-

e rs ,  co l ' l ec t i ons ,  l oca l  descendan ts ,  e t c .

Natura l ly  the record searcher  cannot  guarantee that  the needed in format ion wi l l  be turned up.  He must

charge on the basis  of  t ime spent  an i -e ip .^r l i  invo lved.  so when you-wr i te  the person for  h is  fee send

enough  de ta i l ed  i n fo rma t ion  fo i  an  eva ' l ua i i on  as  to  the  poss ib i r i ! i . o f  f i nd ing  the  needed  da ta .  Ano the r

th ing :  I  don ' t  t h ink  any  work  i s  rea l l y  was ted  because  i t  i s  he tp r i r t  t o  have  checked  and  found  ou t  where

the  pe rson  " i sn ' t "  as  we l ' l  and  so  na r row  the  sea rch .



A n d  t h e q  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a l i s e s :  s h o u l d  t h e  g e n e a l o g i s t  o r  r e c o r d  s e a r c h e r  d o  w o r k  n o t  a s k e d  f o r  b y  t h e

c l i e n t ?  M i n y  t i m e s  t h e  c l . i e n t  h a s  n o  i d e a  w h a t  i s  i v a i l a b 1 e  o r  w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w ' i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  a n s w e r

t o  t h e  p r o b 1 i m .  T h e  c ' l i e n t  w i  l l  s i m p l y  h a v e  t o  t r u s t  t h e  j u d g e n r e n t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  a v o i d  d u p ' l i c a t i o n

and t ime wast ' ing  whereever  he  can.

H e r e  i s  a  l i s t  o f  t h . i n g s  t o  w a t c h  f o r  i n  e s t a t e  r e c o r d s .  1 .  G e t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a i  i f  p o s s i b l e  a n d

n o t e  t h e  b o o k ,  p a g e ,  a n d  i o c a t i o n  o r  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d ,  a n d  t y p e  o f  r e c o r d . -  2 .  A g a i n ,  e x t r a c t  a ' l l  n a m e s

o i i u s  a n d  l o . i t i o n t .  
- j .  

w u t c n  f o r  r e ' l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e . ' '  4 .  I s  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  m e n t i o n e d ?  | . l i d o w  o r

w . i d o w e r ?  5 .  l n  a  w i l l ,  n o t e  w h e t h e r  t h e  w r i t e i ^  i s  " s o u n d  i n  m i n d  b u t  w e a k  i n  b o d y "  a s  t h i s  g i v e s  s o m e - i d e a

o f  h i s  a g e  a n d / o r  n e a l t h .  6 .  N o t e  w h e t h e r  t h e  w i f e ' s  d o w e r  i s  m e n t i o n e d .  T h e  w i d o w  u s u a l l y  g e t s  1 / 3  o f  t h e

es ta te  p i rs  p . i v . i ledge o f  the  house and her  ma in tennance fo r  the  res t  o f  her  l i fe  i f  she  does  no t  remar ry .

7 .  N o t e  t h e  t y p e  o f  d o c u m e n t  s u c h  a s  a  g u a r d i a n s h j p  o f  a  m i n o r  c h i l d , ' l e t t e r s  o f  a d m i s s i o n ,  a  b o n d ,  e t c .  8 .

B e  c a r e f u l  o f - n a m e  s p e l l i n g s  t h a t  v a r y  i n d  b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o l d  h a n d w r i t i n g .  9 .  N o t e  t h e  c o u n t y a n d
s t a t e  g i v e n  a s  b o u n d i r i e s  i o u l d  h a v e  L n a n g e d .  1 0 .  C o p y  d o w n  a l l  w i t n e s s e s .  I n  e a r l y  r e c o r d s  t h e y  m a y  b e  r e -

la ted  lo  the  deceased.  11 .  Get  the  da te  o f  mak ing  o f  ihe  docurent  as  we l l  as  the  record ing  da te .  They  may

be the  same or  the  record ing  da te  may be  years  la le r .  12 .  An inventory  can te l l  many in te res t ing  th ings
a o o u t  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  w h a t  t y p l s  o f -  l i v e s  t h e y  1 e d .  I t  m a y  a l s o  l e l l  i f  t h e  l a n d  i s  o w n e d  o r  l e a s e d .

i3 .  The dr . i s t r ibu t ion  o f  the  es ta te  i s  one o f  the  mbst  impor tan i  par ts  o f  es ta te  records  as  i t  may name
h e i r s  o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e m .  I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  d r i s t r i b u t i o n  i t  m l y  b e  t h a t  t h e  e s t a t e  h a d  n o t h i n g  l e f t
a f t e r  a 1 l  t h e  b i l l s  w e r e  p a i d  a n d  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t i m e s  n o  d a t e  o f  t h e  f j n a l  d e c r e e .

L a n d  r e c o r d s  g i v e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  t i m e  o f  a r r j v a l  a n d  d e p a r t u r e  i n  a  g i v e n  a r e a .  S o m e  t h i n g s  t o  w a t c h  f o r

in  iearcn ing  lan l  records :  1 .  Get  cop ies  o f  the  comple te  document  so  you can re fe r  back  to  i t .  2 .  Read
t h e  w h o l e  l i n d  r e c o r d  c o m p l e t e l y  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e .  P h r a s e s  m a y  b e  i n  i t  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s '  o c c u p a -
t i o n ,  o r  e v e n  r e l i g i o n -  s u c h  a s - i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  Q u a k e r s  l i v e d ,  t h e i r  d a t e s  o n  d o c u m e n t s  r e f e r  t o  t h e  n u m b e r

o f  the  month  o f  th6  i tu . - in i  no t  Jan .  Feb.  Mar .  e tc .  3 .  l , l i tnesses  may o f ten  be  re la t i ves .  Check  these
nanres  in  genea log ies- in  case there  may be  a  mamiage to  a  member  o f  your  fami ly  p rev ious ly  unknown to  you '

4 .  Be su"6  you k iow the  te rmino logy .  f ta tch  fo r  men i ion  o f  a  homestead or  dwe l l ing  house or  messuage-wh ich
. is  a  dwe l  l i i rg  w i th  ad jacent  tana i -na  bu i ' ld ings .  l , l i th  the  he ' lp  o f  these deeds and boundar ies  g iven P lus  an

o l d  m a p ,  i f  i o u  a r e  l i c k y ,  y o u  c o u l d ' l o c a t e  i n  o l d  f a m i l y  a w b l 1 i n g .  I  h a v e  l o c a t e d  2  o ' l d  f a m ' i l y  d w e ' l l i n g s
. in  what  i s  n -ow Westpor t , 'Conn.  da t ing  be tween L732 & 1746.  I  have contac ted  the  owners  and have seen the

in te r io rs  o f  the  houses .  5 .  Be s r . " " to  ge t  a ] l  da tes  and what  they  are  fo r :  0n  one recent  deed I  found

t h e  d a t e  o f  m a k i n g ,  a  l a t e r  d a t e  i t  w a s  i i t n e s s e d ,  a  d a t e  n e a r l y  a  y e a r - l a t e r  w h e n  i t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e

town c ' le rk ,  and 3  months  a f te r  tha t  ihe  da te  j t  w is  f ina l l y  recbrde i .  6 .  Check  the  boundary  names-  I t .may
be i  fami l i  wno na i  mi i i ied  in to  you i  iami ly .  Land may hav l  come down to  your  fami ly  as  dower  to  the  w i fe

and no t  be  recorded wh ich  somet imLs account i  fo r  why  ihe"e  may be  no  f i rs t  g ran tee  deed to  an  ances tor '  7  '

f o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  a t l a s e s  a n d  m a p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  o w n e r s  n a m e s  w e r e  g i v e n .

H e l p f u l  h i n t s  o n  s e a r c h i n g  g e n e r a l l y :  1 . l f  y o u  h a v e  a  f a m ' i l y _ k n o w n _ t o  b e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  a r e a '  e v e n  a s

l a r g e  i s  a  c o u n t y  f o r  i n s t a n i e ,  c h e c k  i o  s e e  i f - t h e r e  i s . a  g e n e a l o g i c a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  p u b -

i i i f , " s  i  q r i . i u r r y .  I f  y o u r  b u d g e t  p e r m i t s ,  w r i t e  a n d  a s k  t h e m  w h a l  t h e  c o s t  i s  o f  t h e  i n d e x e s  o n l y  t o

these per iod ica ls .  tnu t  way  you may order  i rom them ccp ' ies  o f  a r t i c les  tha t  in te res t  you  by  vo lume and

pug"  ana ga in  a  lo t  o f  in te res t ing  in fo rmat jon  and per 'haps  even some records  themse ' lves  wh ich  are  usua l ly

i r i n t e d  j i  c o n t i n u e d  f o r m .  B e  s u r e  y o u  w r i t e  f i r s t  t o  s e b  h o w  m u c h  i t  w i l l  c o s t .  I n  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h i s

w h e n  a n  a n s w e r  c a n  b e  b r j e f  I  e n c l o s e  a  g o v e r n m e n t  p o s t  c a r d ,  s e l f  a d d r e s s e d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a  s e l f  a d d r e s s e d

s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e .  W i i t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a t  l h e  t o p  f o r  w h i c h  y o u  n e e d  a n . a n s w e r .  I  f i n d  I  g e t  a n s w e r s  b a c k

m o r e ' q u i c k ' l y  t ' h a n  w h e n  t h e y  n e e d  t o  * " i t "  a  c o m p l e t e ' l e t t e i .  2 .  W a t c h  f o r  i n a c c u r a c i e s ,  g e n e r a l i t i e s '  a n d

t h e  l a c k  o f  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  a n d  d a t e s .  3 .  I n  l r r e  l i b r a r y  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  c h e c k  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  f i ' l e .  a n d

u t i  f o i  p o s s i b i l i t y  o i  u n c a t a l o g u e d  m a t e r i a ' l  o n  y o u r  s u b i e c t .  a .  A g a i n ,  ' i f  y o u r  b u d g e t  p e r m i t s ,  i o i n  a

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c r e t y " t n i t  n a s  a  u o 5 t  l o a n  b y  m a i l  s i r v ' i c e  t o  t h e i r  m e m b e r s .  T h e  N E H G S ' i n  B o s t o n  h a s  t h j s  a s

w e l l  a s  t h e  C o n n .  H i s t .  S o c .  f n e  U o o l i  m i y  h a v e  h e l p f u l  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  y o u  t o  k n o w  w h a t  t o

s e n d  f o r  g e t  o n e  o r  t w o  c a t a l o g s  f r o m  b o o k i e l l e r s  s u c h  a s  T u t t l e  o r  G o o d s p e e d .  Y o u . : g n d  l g t , a  l j s t  l o n g e r

than you i lay  have so  tha t  i f  they  don ' t  have what  you need they  go  on to  the  nex t  t j t le .  A t  Bos ton  you may

b o r r o w  2  t i t l e s  a t  o n e  t i m e .  5 .  S p o t  c h e c k  a l l  j n d e x e s  f o r  r e i i i o i i i t y .  P i c k  s e v e r a l  n a m e s ,  p r e f e r a b l y -

o b s c u r e  o n e s  i n  t h e  i e x t ,  a n O  s e e  i f  t h e y  a p p e a r  j n  t h e  i n d e x  w i t h  p a g b .  D o  t h e  s a m e  f o r  n a p  t e x t s '  6 '  I n

s e a r c h j n g  r e c o r d s  r n a k e  a i l  n o t a t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  t i t l e  o f  l h e  m a t e r i a l  j n c l u d i n g  w h e r e  y o u  f o u n d

i t ,  c a 1  n u m b e r ,  o l i i i . l  u r i i i i . s ,  i o n n ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  ! g l s .  r o ,  d i d  t h e  w o r k .  7 .  A  t r i c k * J n - d o i n g  v i t a l

r e c o r d s  i s  t o  d o  e a c h  o n  a  s e p e r i t e  f i l e  c a r d .  T h e n  y o u  m a y  r e a r r a n g e  t h e m  b y  f a m i l y  g r o u p s ,  d a t e s  0 r  g e o -

g i i p n i c a l  l o c a t j o n t .  A .  i f  y b ,  c a n ' t  f j n d  t h e  p e r s o n  y o u  l r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  t o w n

wnere  you thought  he  wou ld  b i ,  t ry  the  sur round ing  towns or  f ind  ou t  i f  the  town 's  bounda i l ies  o r  town name

w a s  c h a n g e d  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e  s a m e - r o i  a  c h a n g e  o f  c o u n t y .  . 9 .  D o n ' t  o v e r ' l o o k  r e c o r d s  o f  c o u r t  m j n u t e s

e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e . o r . i h o r t . s  p e . s o n a i l y .  M a n y  t i m e s  s o m e - s p e c i a l  e v e n t , - r e c o r d e d  n o w h e r e

e l s e ,  m a y  g i v e  t h a t  n e e d e d  c l u e ,  s u c h ; ; ;  s u j t  o v e r  l a n d  o - w n e r s h i p - o r  f i n a n c e s .  1 0 .  B o b  H a g e r m a n  o f

M o r r i s v i l l e  j u s t  r u . . n i i v  c o m p ' l e t e d  l h e  j n d e x j n g  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  l o c a l  n e w s p a p g r s ,  T h e  N e r y s  a n d  c j t i z e n  s i n c e

i t s b e g . i n r n g i n 1 8 8 1 . C h e c k t . h e s e l o c a 1 p a p e r s , a n o b j t u a r y m a y g i v e t n e . m l i o e n f f i d e a t h
d a t e ,  o r  e v e n  a  f e a t u r e  a r t j c l e  o r  U i o g r ! p h y . l l i t h o u t  j n d e i e s ,  s u c h  r e c o r d s  a r e  r a r e l y  u s e d '  1 1 '  w h e n  w r j t -

i n g  t o  p u b l i c  o f f j c e s  o r  a r c h j v e s ,  b e  6 r i b f ,  s e n d  t h a t  s e l f  a d d r e s s e d  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  o r  p o s r c a r d ,  a n d  d o

a s k  w h e r e  t h e  r e c o r d s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  j n  c a s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e m .

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e c o r d s .  A n d  e v e r y o n e  d e v e l o p e s  t h e j r  o w n  w a y s  o f

sore  o f  the  id i i s  f ro r ,  so i re  o f  the  r ra jo i  records  tha t  I  have g iven you
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I  h a v e n ' t  b e g u n  t o  c o v e r  a l l
s e a r c h i n g  t h e  r e c o r d s .  S o  I  h o P e


